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NOTE FROM THE CO-PRODUCING ARTISTIC DIRECTORS

Thank you for joining us for Trailblazing! What you are about to see is a series 
of works-in-progress that emerged from, or were the focus of, workshops and 
creative collaborations that have filled the past two weeks. We began our time 
together with a casting workshop led by Susan Shopmaker and a playwriting 
workshop led by Callie Kimball. From there, we moved into development 
workshops for two full-length plays: The Oakwood Project, written and directed 
by Lucas Kavner ’06.5, and Disquiet, by Ivan Vyrypaev, translated by Noah 
Birksted-Breen and directed by Olga Sanchez Saltveit. In addition, seven 
student-written plays were developed during the residency: The Brotherhood, 
by Hazel Hendler ’27, directed by Zoe Park ’27.5; Avery & the Forever Bookstore, 
by Alex Garcia, directed by Ryan Ulen ’26; Rooftop, by Hannah Alberti ’26, 
directed by Patrice Cahill ’25.5; Milo’s Room, by Mariah Gunnison ’29, directed 
by Jamie Schwartz ’27; Lightning Catchers, written and directed by Ramyn 
Zhang ’28.5; Overcast, written and directed by Coco Zhu ’29, and Deadly Good 
Counsel, written and directed by Dominick Hutchins ’28.

Our work extended beyond script development. Design workshops were 
held in lighting with Charlotte Seelig, sound design with Stefàn Örm Arnarson., 
and scenic design with Jeff Moderger. Joel Cote led a stage management 
workshop and worked alongside student stage managers Cole Newman ’26 and 
Alex Garcia ’26 to coordinate rehearsals, track script revisions, and help shape 
the daily flow of the residency. For this year’s Dogteam Summer Residency, 
Evan Berger ’26.5 served as producer/technical director, coordinating space 
and technical needs for the new student works, helping bring these projects to 
life.

A central part of the Dogteam mission is mentorship, and this summer 
continued that tradition. Callie Kimball supported the development of 
the student-written plays, while Equity actors Kristen Connolly ’02 and 
Stephen O’Reilly led acting workshops that deepened the ensemble’s work 
and enriched the creative process. Together, these artists, students, and 
guest collaborators created a residency marked by growth, discovery, and 
inspiration.

We are grateful to Middlebury College and all of the generous supporters 
who make the Dogteam Theatre Project possible. Through its dual focus 
on script development and training across a range of theatre-making 
disciplines, Dogteam creates opportunities for emerging artists to learn from 
accomplished professionals while advancing new work for the stage.

Alex Draper and Olga Sanchez Saltveit



2026 Dogteam Company



THE DOGTEAM THEATRE PROJECT
Alex Draper and Olga Sanchez Saltveit, Co-Producing Artistic Directors 

Todd P. Canedy, Company and Budget Manager 
Mark Evancho, Resident Designer

presents

Script-O-Rama
Readings of new works by members of the Dogteam student company. 

Design presentations will be displayed or available for listening in the lobby. 

Avery & the Forever Bookstore

By Alex Garcia ’26
	 Director	 Ryan Ulen ’26
	 Stage Manager	 Hannah Alberti ’26

Setting: Inside a small, indie bookshop in the city of Chicago.  
Present day or close thereto.

CAST

Avery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                     Bel Crosby ’26.5
Bookkeeper  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                              Stephen O’Reilly*
Elise and others . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                        Morgan Chacon ’28
Sebastian and others  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                     Cole Newman ’26



Milo’s Room

By Mariah Gunnison ’29
	 Director	 Jamie Schwartz ’27
	 Stage Manager	 Dominick Hutchins ’28

Setting: An unspecified American city, anytime after the 1930s, alternating 
between Enzo and Sofia’s house and a local bar. A man confesses to his 
bartender that he killed his son; that same night, the man’s wife has a 

realization of her own.

CAST

Enzo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                         Ryan Ulen ’26
Sofia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                        Zoe Park ’27.5
Bartender/Arthur . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                        Henry Garcia ’26.5
Milo and Younger Milo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                        Coco Zhu ’29
Younger Enzo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                            Cole Newman ’26
Younger Sofia  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                           Patrice Cahill ’25.5

	 Lighting Design	 Morgan Chacon ’28
	 Scenic Design	 Jamie Schwartz ’27

Brotherhood

By Hazel Hendler ’27

	 Director	 Zoe Park ’27.5
	 Stage Manager	 Cole Newman ’26

Setting: An anachronistic retelling of the women that made the Pre-Raphaelite 
Brotherhood set in Victorian England.

CAST

Liz Siddal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                 Bel Crosby ’26.5
Annie Miller . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                             Hannah Alberti ’26
Effie Gray . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                               Patrice Cahill ’25.5
Gabe Rosetti  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                 Ryan Ulen ’26
Will Holman Hunt  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                   Dominick Hutchins ’28
John Millais  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                             Henry Garcia ’26.5

	 Lighting Design	 Hannah Alberti ’26
	 Costume Design	 Patrice Cahill ’25.5



HOT OFF THE PRESS SCRIPTS

Rooftop

By Hannah Alberti ’26

Director: Patrice Cahill ’25.5
	 Stage Manager	 Hazel Hendler ’27

Setting: Two sisters dig into their past on a rooftop in suburbia

CAST

Maya . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                       Zoe Park ’27.5
Lucy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                   Jamie Schwartz ’27

	 Lighting Design	 Alex Garcia ’26
	 Scenic Design	 Jamie Schwartz ’27
	 Sound Design	 Dominick Hutchins ’28

Overcast

Written and directed by Coco Zhu ’29

	 Stage Manager	 Ramyn Zhang ’28.5

Setting: A starkly split theatrical stage where a mystical Crocodile obsessively 
counts cream puff wrappers, this play explores whether one can ever truly 

escape the cage of their own memoirs.

CAST

The Crocodile  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                          Cole Newman ’28.5
Atthis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                     Bel Crosby ’26.5
Sappo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                    Hazel Hendler ’27

	 Scenic Design	 Ramyn Zhang ’28.5
	 Costume Design	 Ramyn Zhang ’28.5

Deadly Good Counsel

Written, directed, and performed by Dominick Hutchins ’28

Setting: A guy down on his luck is transformed when he moves into a house 
of seven volatile personalities, but his path up turns dangerous when he 

outgrows his mentors and loses his grip on the very virtues they taught him.



Lightning Catchers

Written and directed by Ramyn Zhang ’28.5

Setting: Two travelers try to catch lightning after the end of the world.

CAST

Eye . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                    Ramyn Zhang ’28.5
Finger . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                   Hannah Alberti ’26

	 Sound	 Hannah Alberti ’26
	 Scenic 	 Morgan Chacon ’28

Script-O-Rama was produced by Evan Berger ’26.5.  
The playwrights were mentored by Callie Kimball.



DISQUIET

by Ivan Vyrypaev
Translated by Noah Birksted-Breen
Directed by Olga Sanchez Saltveit 

In the Manhattan penthouse of reclusive, Nobel-nominated writer Ula Richter, 
a carefully staged interview with a Polish journalist is meant to cement her 
legacy. With her agent and lawyer steering every word, the evening begins 
under tight control—until the script falls apart. What follows is an unguarded 
reckoning with the dark side of success, the cost of denying one’s roots, and 
the fierce, exhilarating courage it takes to tell the truth.

CAST

Ula Richter—a famous American author . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 Kristen Connolly ’02* 
Krzysztof Zieliński—a Polish journalist  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         Ryan Ulen ’26
Steve Raccoon—Ula Richter’s literary agent . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                Ramyn Zhang ’28.5
Natalie Blumenstein—Ula’s daughter and lawyer . . . . . . . . . . .           Patrice Cahill ’25.5
Michael – a photographer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            Dominick Hutchins ’28 
The Presenter  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                             Alex Draper ’88*  

	 Stage Manager	 Joel Cote*
	 Assistant Stage Manager	 Alex Gracia ’26
	 Assistant to the Director	 Zoe Park ’27

	 Design projects
	 Sound	� Hannah Alberti ’26,  

Morgan Chacon ’28 
Evan Berger ’26.5

	 Lights	 Alex Garcia ’26



The OAKWOOD Project 

Written and directed by Lucas Kavner ’06.5 

Oakwood is a North Hollywood apartment complex that houses young 
aspiring performers and their guardians during brief, hopeful stays in Los 
Angeles. Around the kids linger the half-permanent residents of a transient 
industry: an aging acting coach, a struggling actress who never left, college 
kids drawn by the cheap rent and dorm-like atmosphere. In Oakwood, nearly 
everyone is passing through, and nearly everyone is under pressure—to 
succeed, to belong, and to make the sacrifices mean something.

CAST

Tanya . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                  Jamie Schwartz ’27
Kris . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                     Henry Garcia ’26.5
Dani . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                    Hannah Alberti ’26
Jen  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                    Morgan Chacon ’28
CJ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                  Dominick Hutchins ’28
Ellie . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                      Bel Crosby ’26.5
Renee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                 Mariah Gunnison ’29
Arthur . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                   Stephen O’Reilly*
Darren, and others . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                       Alex Draper ’88*
	
	 Stage Manager	 Joel Cote*
	 Assistant Stage Manager	 Cole Newman ’26
	 Assistant to the Director	 Ryan Ulen ’26

Design projects:
	 Sound	� Hannah Alberti ’26 

Morgan Chacon ’28 
Evan Berger ’26.5

	 Lights	 Evan Berger ’26.5

*Actors appearing courtesy of the Actors Equity Association and/or the Screen Actors Guild.



THE DOGTEAM COMPANY

Hannah Alberti ’26
Hannah is a recent 
graduate from 
Fredericksburg, 
Virginia. You may 
have seen her in 
the chorus of Greek 

Tragedy, in the previous summer 
productions of the Dogteam project, 
as Tom in A Woman Left Lonely, 
Miranda in Found Dog Ribbon Dance, 
Goneril in King Lear, Frank in Never 
Swim Alone, Charlotte in These 
Shining Lives, or Holly in BIGFOOT. 
She has also held an ASM position 
for Middlebury’s production 
of Hamlet and was a student 
representative for the theatre 
department!

Stefán Örn Arnarson
Stefán is a Barrymore 
Award nominated 
sound designer, 
musician, and 
composer. A native 
of Iceland, Stefán has 

worked with various theaters abroad 
and in the Philadelphia area and was 
also a long-time faculty member 
and head of the music department 
at Rutgers University, New Jersey. 
He recently relocated to beautiful 
Vermont with his family. Since 
moving Stefán has worked with and 
mixed multiple concerts at Town 
Hall Theater and the Flynn as well as 
created sound designs for MACO, 
Vermont Stage and Middlebury 
College.

Evan Berger ’26.5
Evan (he/him) is a 
geography major with 
minors in theatre 
and American 
studies from central 
New Jersey. His 

Middlebury credits include Bigfoot 
(scenic designer), The Worst Mother 
in the World (technical director), and 
Bright Half Life (technical director). 
He’s been a proud employee of the 
Middlebury theatre department 
scene shop for over three years, is 
a former treasurer and technical 
director of the Hepburn Zoo Theater, 
and is a student representative for 
the theatre department.

Patrice Cahill ’25.5
Patrice graduated 
from Middlebury 
College this past 
February with a 
Bachelor of Arts 
in theatre and 

neuroscience. Patrice performed her 
senior thesis in acting in December, 
playing Georgie in Spike Heels. Other 
past Middlebury acting credits 
include King Lear (Cordelia), Legally 
Blonde (Elle Woods), Urinetown 
(Hope Cladwell), Polaroid Stories 
(Skinhead Girl), A Gentleman’s 
Guide to Love and Murder (Sibella), 
Grease (Frenchy), and Guys and Dolls 
(Dancer). She trained at NYU Tisch 
School of Drama before transferring 
to Middlebury and has performed 
at several NYC venues including 54 
Below, Carnegie Hall, Lincoln Center, 
and Symphony Space. Patrice was 
a member of Manhattan Girls 



Chorus and sang in several operas 
at Carnegie Hall. She hopes to foster 
both acting and science in her new 
post-grad life. Outside of acting, 
Patrice enjoys singing with the 
Middlebury Mamajamas acapella 
group, tap dancing, and swimming. 
She is very happy to be back in her 
favorite place making theatre with 
her friends.

Todd P. Canedy
(Budget and 
Company Manager) 
Todd has been 
working in theatre 
professionally for 
over 30 years. 

His adventures have varied from 
children’s theatre in Olympia, 
Washington, to cocreating his 
own theatre company in Denver, 
Colorado, to working large-
scale concert venues in Boston, 
Massachusettes. Prior to Middlebury 
College, he was the associate 
professor of design for the theatre 
and dance department at State 
University of New York, Potsdam. 
Todd’s teaching career experiences 
include instructor/technical director 
at Bowling Green State University/
Huron Playhouse, assistant professor 
of technical theatre at Southwestern 
Oklahoma State University, and 
instructor/technical director at 
Lawrence Academy, in Groton, 
Massachusetts He is originally from 
Southern California, received a BFA 
in technical theatre from Chapman 
University, and an MFA in set design 
from CSU Fullerton.

Morgan Chacon ’28
Morgan (they/
them) is a theatre 
major. They have 
acted in previous 
Middlebury College 
Theatre Department 

productions, including as an 
ensemble member in The Journey of 
the Saint and as Rebecca Gibbs in 
Our Town. They are looking forward 
to being part of the Greek Chorus 
in next semester’s production 
of Antigone. They have also had 
the pleasure of taking a scenic 
design course with Mark and also 
previously participated in production 
studio: design.

Kristen Connolly ’02*
Kristen is a film, 
television, and 
theater actress 
known for her roles 
in House of Cards, 
The Summer I Turned 

Pretty, FBI: International, Outer Range, 
and Zoo. Her film credits include 
The Cabin in the Woods, The Bay, 
Revolutionary Road, Deep Water, 
and The Wizard of Lies, in which she 
starred opposite Robert De Niro 
and Michelle Pfeiffer. She recently 
appeared in Joel Coen’s Honey Don’t! 
alongside Margaret Qualley. On 
stage, Connolly has performed with 
Shakespeare in the Park, the Public 
Theater, and the Old Globe Theatre. 
She is a graduate of Middlebury 
College and the Yale School of 
Drama.



Bel Crosby ’26.5
Bel is a biology 
major originally from 
Switzerland. The 
Dogteam Theatre 
Project marks Bel’s 
first involvement 

with the theatre department during 
her time at Middlebury College, 
and she is excited to be joining this 
creative space. Her most recent 
credits include The Penelopiad and 
The Lower Depths at Interlochen Arts 
Academy from which she graduated 
in 2022.	

Alex Draper* ’88 
(Coproducing Artistic 
Director) Alex is a 
professional stage, 
film, and television 
actor. He is one of 
the cofounders of 

the Dogteam Theatre Project, and 
played Glassford in Sam Collier’s A 
Hundred Circling Camps as part of the 
company’s inaugural season in NYC. 
As a founding member and associate 
artistic director of PTP/NYC, and 
a founding member of Blue Light 
Theatre in New York, he appeared 
in 26 productions over a combined 
21 seasons with those companies, 
including Scenes from an Execution, 
Arcadia, Golden Boy and Waiting for 
Lefty. Other New York credits include 
the premieres of Dare Clubb’s 
Obie Award-winning Oedipus; Erin 
Courtny’s Obie Award-winning 
A Map of Virtue; the Presnyakov 
Brothers’ Terrorism; Neil Simon’s 
Rose’s Dilemma; Matt Pepper’s Saint 
Crispin’s Day; and Phillip Ridley’s The 
Pitchfork Disney. Film and TV: The 
Witch in the Window, No Pay, Nudity, 

Yellowbrickroad, Joshua, Hysterical 
Blindness, Simply Irresistible, The 
Photographer, Kalapani, Chicago 
Med, Taken, The Good Wife, John 
Adams, Sex and the City, Suddenly 
Susan, and all the Law and Orders. 
BA: Middlebury, MFA: Yale School of 
Drama.

Mark Evancho
(Cofounder, 
Residenrt Designer) 
Mark is the 
faculty scenic and 
lighting designer at 
Middlebury College. 

He has designed professionally for 
the New Jersey Shakespeare Festival; 
Blue Light Theatre; and PTP/NYC in 
the NYC area, the Potomac Theatre 
Project and the Olney Theatre 
Center in the Washington D.C. 
area, Pennsylvania Stage Company 
and Bucks County Playhouse in the 
Philadelphia area,  and the National 
Opera of North Carolina. In the New 
England area, Mark has designed 
for Vermont Theatre Company, Lyric 
Theatre Company, and Lost Nation 
Theatre, Montpelier, Vermont. 

Alex Garcia ’26
Alex is a recent 
graduate of 
Middlebury College 
with a bachelor of 
the arts in theatrical 
design. They are 

thrilled to be rejoining Dogteam 
Theatre Project after participating 
in its first producing summer in 
2024. Their professional credits 
also include the 40th summer 
season of New York Stage and Film. 
Select educational credits include: 



Destroying Angels, Polaroid Stories, 
Storm Still, Gruesome Playground 
Injuries, King Lear, and their thesis 
production of BIGFOOT. 

Henry Garcia ’26.5
Henry is a theatre 
major with a focus in 
acting at Middlebury 
College. His interest 
in dance motivates 
him to explore 

different styles of movement in 
theatre. He is excited to devise and 
work with others this summer!  

Mariah Gunison ’29
Mariah is a rising 
sophomore at 
Middlebury College. 
She has been 
acting since high 
school, including 

roles as Elaine in Arsenic and Old 
Lace, Ophelia in Hamlet, and as 
an ensemble member in Mean 
Girls. She has recently developed 
a strong interest in playwriting 
and is currently working on an 
original script. She is excited to 
be participating as an actor and 
playwright in her first season with 
Dogteam.

Hazel Hendler ’27 
Hazel is a rising 
senior at Middlebury 
College majoring in 
English. She is 
excited to join 
Dogteam Theatre 

Project for her first summer season! 
Curious about all aspects of theater-
making, Hazel is particularly 
interested in playwrighting and is 

currently developing a new script 
she hopes to produce at Middlebury 
this fall.

Dominick Hutchins 
’28
Dominick is a 
rising junior from 
Atlanta, Georgia, 
double majoring 
in economics and 

theatre. His stage credits are diverse, 
ranging from King Charlemagne in 
Pippin to editor Webb in Our Town 
and the father in Eurydice. Although 
he has already embarked on many 
theatrical adventures, embracing 
the opportunity to explore different 
characters and stories, he is still 
excited for many more to come and 
eager to learn from every one of 
them, including the 2026 Dogteam 
Theatre Project.

Lucas Kavner ’06.5
Lucas is a WGA-
award nominated 
writer and actor from 
Plano, Texas. He’s 
the author of the 
plays Fish Eye (New 

York Magazine’s Best Theatre of 
the Year, Colt Coeur), Carnival Kids 
(New York Times Critics Pick, Lesser 
America), Clickshare (ACT), The Gum 
Play (EST/Sloan Foundation grant), 
and Barnes & Noble: Frisco, Texas (Ars 
Nova). His plays are published by 
Samuel French/Concord and have 
been performed internationally. He’s 
recently written film and TV projects 
for Apple TV, Sony Animation, 
Universal, Warner Bros, and 
Lionsgate, and with Dylan Dawson 
he wrote Triplets for Danny DeVito, 



Arnold Schwarzenegger, and Ivan 
Reitman. Acting credits include The 
Marvelous Mrs. Maisel, High Potential, 
Orange is the New Black, pilots for 
Comedy Central and ABC and the 
cult indie horror, I Blame Society. 
Proud Midd alum!

Callie Kimball
Callie is an award-
winning, nationally 
commissioned 
and internationally 
produced playwright. 
She earned her 

MFA under Tina Howe at Hunter 
College, where she won the Rita 
and Burton Goldberg Playwriting 
Award two years in a row. She’s 
also a former MacDowell Fellow. 
Her plays have been produced and 
developed in New York, Chicago, 
Los Angeles, and Washington 
D.C., at the Kennedy Center, MCC 
Theater, Lark Play Development 
Center, Rep Stage, Greater Boston 
Stage Company, Portland Stage, 
Washington Shakespeare Company, 
Theater at Monmouth, Kitchen Dog, 
Mad Horse, Echo Theatre, the Brick, 
Project Y, Team Awesome Robot,  
Theatre L’Acadie, Halcyon Theatre, 
the Drama League, and many 
colleges and festivals across the 
country. She taught playwriting at 
Bates College for many years, and is 
now teaching at Middlebury College.

Jeff Modereger
Jeff has worked 
professionally as 
a scenic designer/
scenic artist on 
more than 400 
productions. He 

has been involved in theatre, 
opera, ballet, musicals, corporate 
industrials as well as several art 
installations. He has worked on 
Broadway, Off-Broadway, regional 
theatre, national and international 
tours, film and television. Retired 
from teaching, 20+ years at UVM 
and 12 as chair of the department 
of theatre, Jeff still works with local 
theatre companies, high schools, 
and serves as the original artist 
in residence with Vermont Stage 
Company. Jeff is proud to be one of 
the scenic artists for the National 
Holocaust Museum exhibit: Daniel’s 
Story.

Cole Newman ’26
Cole (they/he) is a 
recent Middlebury 
graduate, hoping 
to start a career in 
theatre as a stage 
manager. Their stage 

management experience includes 
Middlebury’s Annual First Show 
2023, Guys and Dolls, the Virtuous 
Fall of the Girls from Our Lady of 
Sorrows, and Urinetown. On top of 
stage managing, Cole also loves 
acting, most recently appearing in 
Middlebury’s production of Our Town 
in spring 2026, and Orlando in spring 
2024. Outside of the theater, Cole 
loves to partake in other creative 
endeavors such as painting, writing, 
and playing games with friends.



Stephen O’Reilly*
Stephen is an actor 
and educator. Most 
recently, he’s been 
an adjunct professor 
of theater at SUNY 
Purchase. Television 

and film work includes Billions, Girls 
on the Bus, Orange is the New Black, 
The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel, Girls, 
Blue Bloods, Chicago Med, Madam 
Secretary, Nurse Jackie, The Good 
Wife, Drunk Parents, and many 
commercials. Theater work includes 
productions and/or workshops at 
Williamstown, the Public Theater, 
the Flea, Ensemble Studio Theater, 
Playwrights Horizons, and the Tank. 
He is also a longtime volunteer with 
The 52nd Street Project. MFA: NYU 
Graduate Acting Program.

Zoe Park ’27
Zoe is a joint theatre 
and dance major 
(choreography and 
performance focus) 
from Greenville, 
South Carolina. 

Her Middlebury theatre credits 
include Urinetown (choreographer/
ensemble), Grease (choreographer), 
A Gentleman’s Guide to Love and 
Murder (Eugenia D’ysquith/featured 
choreographer), Hadestown (Fate), 
Mean Girls (choreographer/Ms. 
Norbury), and Guys and Dolls. In the 
fall, she will be directing The Addams 
Family and performing in Antigone 
(Eurydice/main chorus leader). 
When not consumed by her latest 
project, Zoe can be found singing 
with the college choir, tucked into a 

book, or jetting off campus to paddle 
a river. This is her first summer with 
Dogteam Theatre Project.

Olga Sanchez 
Saltveit 
(Coproducing 
Artistic Director) 
(she/her), serves as 
assistant professor 
of theatre at 

Middlebury College. Olga is an actor, 
director, and culture activist, whose 
previous projects include: La Viuda 
(Dogteam at the Atlantic Stage 2, 
NYC), Burning Patience (Martha’s 
Vineyard Playhouse), Flowers of 
Hawaii (Chautauqua Theatre Co.), 
Agua para chocolate (GALA Hispanic 
Theatre, DC), Tierra sin mal (Peru 
and Venezuela) and Esperanza para 
un mejor país (Honduras). She is 
an artistic advisory board member 
for Pittsburgh International Classic 
Theatre (PICT), and artistic director 
emerita of Milagro, in Portland, 
Oregon. Her research centers Latiné 
and BIPOC theatre, and has been 
published in The Journal of American 
Drama and Theatre, Theatre Topics, 
Encuentro: Latinx Performance for the 
New American Theatre, Shakespeare 
and Latinidad, The Bard and the 
Borderlands, and Fornés in Context 
She is co-editor of The Routledge 
Companion to Latine Theatre and 
Performance (2024), winner of the 
Association for Theatre in Higher 
Education’s Edited Works Award.



Jamie Schwartz ’27
Jamie is a theatre 
major with a 
Russian minor 
from Glastonbury, 
Connecticut. She 
is focused on 

directing, but also enjoys acting 
and scenic design! Recent theatre 
credits include Grease (Rizzo), These 
Shining Lives (Grossman/others), 
A Gentleman’s Guide to Love and 
Murder (assistant music director), 
Spike Heels (director), Guys and Dolls 
(Harry the Horse/Hotbox dancer) 
and the upcoming productions of 
Almost, Maine, and The Addams 
Family. She is also a proud member 
of the Middlebury Mamajamas. 
Jamie is excited to be back for a 
second summer of the Dogteam 
Theatre Project!

Charlotte Seelig 
Charlotte (she/
her) is a lighting 
designer, dramaturg, 
and teaching artist 
based in New York 
City. Originally from 

Calais, Vermont, Charlotte fell in 
love with musicals attending Gilbert 
and Sullivan operettas in a converted 
sheep barn, Shakespeare at 
Montpelier City Hall and Craftsbury 
Common, and storytelling of all 
kinds from every book she could get 
her hands on Charlotte attended 
NYU’s Tisch School of the Arts, 
where she is now an adjunct 
professor at the department of 
drama’s New Studio on Broadway. 
She is the resident lighting designer 
for Soft Brain Theatre Company, a 
collective of theatre artists based 

in NYC focused on process-driven 
physical comedy, using Commedia 
dell’Arte and musical theatre as its 
foundations. You can learn more 
about her work at charlotteseelig.
com.

Susan Shopmaker 
Susan is one of 
independent film’s 
most respected 
casting directors, 
with over 20 years of 
feature film credits 

to her name. She won the BAFTA 
for Alexander Payne’s The Holdovers, 
the Casting Society of America’s 
Artios Award for Eliza Hittman’s 
Beach Rats, and an Artios Award for 
Sean Durkin’s acclaimed Sundance 
drama Martha Marcy May Marlene. 
Additional credits include Darius 
Marder’s Academy Award winning 
film Sound Of Metal, Goat (Andrew 
Neel), Hedwig and the Angry Inch 
(John Cameron Mitchell), James 
White (Josh Mond), and Disney’s 
Enchanted.

Ryan Ulen ’26
Ryan is an actor, 
writer, and teaching 
artist from Howard, 
Ohio. Former 
Middlebury College 
productions include 

Destroying Angels (Ollie), Orlando 
(Marmaduke; Ensemble), Somewhere 
(Corin), The Walls (Young Man), The 
Maids (Claire), and the 2022 First 
Show: Welcome to the Party. Former 
Dogteam credits include a workshop 
of Gerard Watkins’ Voices (Clèment).



Ramyn Zhang ’28.5 
Ramyn is a theatre 
major who 
sometimes makes 
theatre-inspired 
illustrations for fun. 
They’re really excited 

to join another season of Dogteam! 
Middlebury theatre experience 
includes: Dogteam Theatre Project 
2025 (director, actor); These Shining 
Lives (stage manager); Lungs 
(director, actor); Bigfoot (director). 
They’re a theatre rep serve on the 
Hepburn Zoo board, and woeks in 
the scene shop. Outside of 
academia, they also dedicate their 
free time to translating and subtitling 
theatre recordings. Ramyn wants 
everything theatre and life has to 
offer, and believes in always 
choosing kindness. They would 
really, really, really like to be Doctor 
Who one day.

Coco Zhu ’29
Coco is an 
interdisciplinary 
storyteller focusing 
on journalism, 
nonfiction, and 
narrative arts. 

Driven by a deep curiosity about 
human nature, her work centers 
on applied theater and the creative 
process. She has designed and led 
immersive theater productions using 
natural landscapes with students 
in rural China, and hosts interactive 
mythology workshops for children in 
independent bookstores. Trained in 
improvisational theater, Coco loves 
how performance builds immediate 
human connection. When she isn’t 
creating, she can be found hanging 
out with her favorite creature: Bobo, 
a four-fingered, four-toed Jellycat 
Chimpanzee.



Casting workshop with Susan Shopmaker



Acting workshop with Stephen O’Reilly
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support The Dogteam Theatre Project!  
Scan the QR code to Make a tax-deductible 
donation today         


